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ABOUT THE UKRAINIAN DIPLOMACY IN THE CONDITIONS OF RUSSIA’S
FULL-SCALE AGGRESSION AGAINST UKRAINE

The beginning of the 21st century is full of
numerous important socio-political processes,
various events in the foreign policy activities of
states all over the world, where the sovereign
state of Ukraine also plays an active role in the
international arena.

Since February 24, 2022 Ukrainian diplomacy,
like all other spheres of our country’s life, has
gone into emergency mode. The diplomatic front
actively helps the real front: it provides the Armed
Forces with the necessary weapons from partner
countries, works to weaken the aggressor through
sanctions, and negotiates financial assistance to
maintain the normal life of the country. And, in
addition, it solves the accompanying overriding
tasks for the development and reconstruction of
the country — the issue of obtaining the status of
a candidate country in the EU.

First of all, it is advisable to analyze the
concept of “diplomacy”. The word «diplomacy»
comes from the ancient Greek diploma, which
was used to designate the letters of credence
(a formal diplomatic letter that designates a
diplomat as ambassador to another sovereign
state), which had the form of double boards. In
modern legal and political discourse, there are
several definitions of the concept of «diplomacy».

The word “diplomacy” firstly was used in 1645
in England and H. Leibniz in his work “Summary
of Diplomatic Law” considered the latin word
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“diplomaticus” as the one related to international
relations. The term “diplomacy” in the modern
sense was first introduced by Frangois de Callier,
an outstanding French diplomat of the time of
Louis XIV, in his book “On the Methods of
Negotiating with Monarchs”, published in 1716.

Diplomacy can be understood as:

— implementation of international relations
through negotiations;

— activities of the government and special
bodies of external relations regarding the
implementation of the state’s international policy,
as well as the protection of the state’s interests
abroad;

— 1s the conduct of international relations by
means of negotiations, the method by which
these relations are regulated and conducted by
ambassadors and envoys, the work or art of a
diplomat;

— a set of non-military practical measures,
techniques and methods that are applied taking
into account specific conditions and the nature of
the tasks to be solved;

— official activity of the heads of state
and government, ministers of foreign affairs,
diplomatic missions for border, delegations at
international conferences in order to achieve the
goals and fulfillment of tasks of the state’s foreign
policy, protection of the rights and interests of the
state, its institutions and citizens abroad.
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The main forms of diplomacy should include
the following:

— diplomatic conferences, meetings,
congresses, which are periodically held on a
bilateral and multilateral basis at the level of
heads of state, heads of government, ministers of
foreign affairs, special representatives;

— diplomatic correspondence in the form
of statements, letters, notes, memoranda,
declarations, etc.;

— preparation and conclusion of international
treaties and agreements on various issues of
international cooperation;

— permanent representation of the state abroad,
carried out by embassies and missions;

— participation of state representatives in
the activities of international organizations and
institutions;

— coverage in the press of the position of the
state and the government, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs regarding the events of international life;

— the official publication of international acts
and documents in relation to which the state has
assumed the relevant obligations [1, p.4].

In the current extremely difficult conditions
for our country due to the full-scale invasion of
the russian federation, it is worth considering:

—Classic diplomacy (public) —implementation
of measures in accordance with the strategic
goals of the state’s development and the state’s
development strategy with the aim of forming
the state’s image at the international level (in
peacetime);

— Military diplomacy — a type of public
diplomacy thatinvolvestheuse ofall opportunities
and communication channels aimed at conveying
reliable and truthful information to foreign
audiences in order to obtain military, financial,
legal assistance and support in the fight against the
russian invader. (relevant for Ukraine since 2014,
especially after February 24, 2022). This is a kind
of military-political tool for the implementation of
the state’s foreign policy course on achievement
foreign policy goals, which is a mechanism of
relations between sovereign states at the level of
the armed forces, based on the mutual exchange
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of defense attachés, military, naval and air force
attachés. There are three forms of military
diplomacy — open, secret and mixed, and the main
methods — official and other (working, friendly)
visits and negotiations; participation in the work
of international organizations; preparation and
conclusion of agreements on military issues;
military conferences, meetings, meetings.

— Preventive diplomacy is actions aimed at
preventing the emergence of disputes between
parties, preventing the development of existing
disputes into conflicts, and limiting the scale of
conflicts after they arise. Preventive diplomacy
can use a variety of diplomatic, political,
economic, financial, legal, military and other
tools to prevent the conflict from developing into
a hot phase or to localize it [2]. Such instruments
of peaceful conflict resolution are specified, in
particular, in Article 33 of the UN Charter: “
The parties to any dispute, the continuance of
which is likely to endanger the maintenance of
international peace and security, shall, first of all,
seek a solution by negotiation, enquiry, mediation,
conciliation, arbitration, judicial settlement,
resort to regional agencies or arrangements, or
other peaceful means of their own choice” [3].

Preventive deployment in response to an
appeal by one of the parties to the conflict
regarding its transition to the hot phase (in the
period between peacetime diplomacy and crisis
diplomacy) is considered to be potentially the
most effective for avoiding full-scale wars and
armed conflicts. Preventive diplomacy failed to
prevent russia’s annexation of Crimea, armed
conflict in eastern Ukraine, and full-scale war in
February 2022. Therefore, in order to stop the
genocide of the Ukrainian people, other forms
of international intervention against this terrorist
country are needed.

— Digital diplomacy (online diplomacy/cloud
diplomacy/twitter diplomacy) is a new direction
of public diplomacy, the main tool of which is
social networks (it gained rapid development and
use in the era of the COVID-19 pandemic and
remains especially relevant for Ukraine during
the war). Today, Ukraine includes digitalization
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among the priorities of its domestic and foreign
policy to ensure internal stability and security
and advance its foreign policy course. Digital
diplomacy is becoming more and more popular
every day, and the main tools for diplomats
and politicians are Zoom and social networks
(Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, Instagram).

At the same time, the basics of diplomacy
remain unchanged, only expressed through digital
channels. For example, on May 12, 2020, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, Dmytro
Kuleba, made his first virtual visit to Germany
for online negotiations. This event was the first
virtual visit of the head of foreign affairs in Europe
for negotiations with foreign colleagues. The
main topics of the videoconference visit were
the deepening of bilateral relations, in particular,
Germany’s assistance in implementing reforms,
countering russian aggression, and the joint fight
against the spread of COVID-19. Apart from
certain protocol details, most of the main elements
of a normal working visit were retained, including a
bilateral meeting and a joint press statement. It was
one of the first steps towards borderless diplomacy.

Ukraine, both official structures and an
active public, has unprecedented opportunities
to convey its position, to establish and form an
attractive image of the country in the world.
Ukrainian diplomacy from the very beginning
of our country’s independence has always been
quite effective, highly professional, and patriotic.
However, at the same time, like the state in
general, it was too calm, modest and quiet.
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy certainly gave
impetus to the formation of the new Ukrainian
diplomacy. Currently, President Volodymyr
Zelenskyi is personally the chief Ukrainian
diplomat. As a matter of fact, foreign policy is
within the competence of the head of state, and
even more so at the present time. The style of
foreign policy chosen by Zelensky is seriously
different from «classical diplomacy», with its
soft and streamlined formulations, mandatory
and long bows to the interlocutor or the audience.

Sometimes, during negotiations with partners,
the President speaks extremely directly and harshly,
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using the approach of «non-diplomatic diplomacy».
The most vivid example of this approach is the
criticism of the key EU country, Germany, for
the insufficient aid it provides to Ukraine and,
conversely, for the excessive softness towards
the aggressor country. Thus, on March 17, 2022,
in a video message to German parliamentarians,
the President of Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelenskyi,
called on Germany to take additional measures to
stop russia’s aggression. «By invading Ukraine,
russia is again building a «wall» through Europe
that Germany doesn’t notice. Not Berlin, but in the
middle of Europe. Between freedom and slavery.
And this wall is getting stronger with every bomb
that falls on Ukraine, with every decision that is not
made for the sake of peace, is not accepted, although
it can help,» — Zelenskyy said. He reproached
Germany for not understanding what Ukrainians
are currently experiencing and said that due to
Germany’s failure to notice this «wall», some states
across the ocean, presumably referring to the USA,
have become closer to Ukraine than Germany [4].

Volodymyr Zelenskyy held many speeches
and addresses in the format of a video conference
before world leaders in order to ensure the
support of Ukraine from the world community,
for example :

—25.03. — Speech of the President of Ukraine
Volodymyr Zelenskyi at the meeting of the
European Council [5] ;

— 08.04. Speech of the President of Ukraine
Volodymyr Zelenskyi in Eduskunta, the
Parliament of Finland [6] ;

— 05. 05. Speech of President Volodymyr
Zelenskyi at the International High-Level Donor
Conference in Support of Ukraine in Warsaw [7];

—05.06 Speech of the President of Ukraine at
the opening of the 26th governmental round table
of The Economist [8] ;

— 24.11 Speech of President Volodymyr
Zelenskyi at the meeting of the UN Security
Council, convened after the missile strikes of the
Russian Federation [9].....

In addition to the President of Ukraine, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, the
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, ambassadors and
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the First Lady of Ukraine, Olena Zelenska, are
influential subjects of Ukraine’s international
activities.

The most important documents that formed
the political and legal foundations of Ukraine’s
international and diplomatic activities are the
Constitution of Ukraine, the Law of Ukraine «On
Diplomatic Service», the Law of Ukraine «On
Committees of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukrainey,
the Law of Ukraine «On the Status of People’s
Deputies of Ukraine», the Presidential Decree on
Regulations on diplomatic missions and consular
institutions of foreign countries in Ukraine,
Regulations on the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Ukraine [10-15], which determined the main
areas of activity in the international arena.

An important role in the formation and
implementation of foreign diplomacy in the
conditions of war is played by the Verkhovna
Rada of Ukraine, the committees of the Verkhovna
Rada (for example, the committee on Ukraine’s
integration into the EU, the committee on foreign
policy and interparliamentary cooperation).

The Committee on Foreign Policy and
Interparliamentary Cooperation participates in

the preparation of statements and resolutions of
the Verkhovna Rada. This is extremely important,
because in the first and, accordingly, the most
difficult days, it was necessary to form a powerful
political and legal position of the parliament. One
of the most successful examples is the appeal
initiated by the leadership of the Council to the
world community with the demand to recognize
Russia’s crimes in Ukraine as genocide of the
Ukrainian people.

Another direction is informing society. Almost
every member of the committee regularly gives
interviews to international mass media. from almost
all over the world. This is important because it is
necessary to tell the truth to audiences in different
countries. This is one of the effective methods of
combating Russian propaganda and the information
war waged by the terrorist country [16].

Therefore, Ukrainian diplomacy and the
international activities of the President of
Ukraine and the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine
from February 24 to the present time prove their
ability to actively influence the course of events
related to the Ukrainian people’s resistance to
large-scale aggression by the russian federation.

Baagumesceka B.B., I'pué0 A.M. /lo nuTaHHs NpPo YKPaiHCBKY JMINIOMATIIO B yMOBaX

HHMPOKoMAacIITa0HOI arpecii p¢
AHoTAalisg

AKTyanpHICTh OOpaHOi TEMH apryMEHTYETbCS HAJ3BUYAWHOI0 Ta BKPall BaKIHWBOK POJLIIO

JUIUIOMATIi IiJ] 4ac BOEHHOIO CTaHy 3 YypaxyBaHHSM HIMPOKOMAcCIITa0HOCTI Ta OPCTOKOCTI
pociiickkoro BTOprHeHHs 10 YKpainu. B ymoBax mmpokomacmTaOHOI arpecii pociiicekoi dheaeparii
JTUIJIOMAaTHYHANA (POHT Mae HE MEHIIE 3HA4YeHHs, aHDK BOEHHHMH (POHT, ajke came 3aBIsSKU
aumiIoMarii (SIK y JAep)KaBHOMY BHMIpi, Tak 1y MyOJIi4HOMY) peasli3oBY€TbCs UMK sl 3aBIaHHS,
a came: 30pos; cankuii mpotu P®; kanaunarcekuii craryc B €C; ¢ginancosa monoMora Bija 3axony;
(hopMyBaHHS TO3UTHUBHOTO IMIKY JEpKaBH Ha MDKHAPOTHOMY piBHI; (hOpMyBaHHS 1 3MIITHEHHS
AHTUPOCINCHKOT KOaILil Ha MIKHApOAHOMY PiBHI; TOHECEHHSI JOCTOBIPHOI Ta IpaBauBoi iH(opMarii
1HO3eMHUM ayIUTOPisIM 3 METOIO OTPUMaHHS BOEHHOI, (JiIHAHCOBOT, PABOBOI JOMOMOTH Ta MiATPUMKH
y 00poTh0i 13 POCIHICHKUM 3arapOHUKOM.

[Tonii ocrannix pokiB (Koin-19, moBHomacmiTabHa BiifHa B YKpaiHi) cBiguaTh Mmpo Te, IO
yKpaiHChKa JUIUIOMATIs cTae O1IbIl MOOUIBHOO, THYYKOI, CyYacHOIO Ta aJallTUBHOIO, SIKa MUTTEBO
pearye Ha Bci BUKIUKH Yacy. [loBHOMacmiTabHa BiifHA, IK BUKJIUK T7100aJbHOTO PiBHS, B €MIIIEHTPI
SIKOTO ONMHUJIACH HAllla KpaiHa cTaljia cepiO3HIUM KPOKOM JJIsl aKTUBI3allli Ta MOIIYKY HOBUX Mi/IXO/IIB
B acIeKTi 3/1iiCHeHHs 30BHIIIHBOI nomituku Ilpesunenrom Yipainu, BepxoBnoto Pamoro Ykpainu,
MiHicTepCcTBOM 3aKOPIOHHUX CIIPaB YKpaiHH.
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VYkpaiHchka 1urioMarist i MbkHapoHa JisuibHICTh [ Ipesunenta Ykpainu, Bepxosnoi Paau Ykpainu,
MinicTpa 3aKOpJIOHHUX CIpaB 3 24 JIOTOTO 1 MO TEMEpenIHii yac JAOBOASITH CBOIO CIPOMOXKHICTh
aKTHBHO BIUIMBATH Ha IOJii, OB’ s13aHI 3 ONOPOM YKPATHCHKOTO HApOy HIMPOKOMACIITA0HIH arpecii
3 O0oky pd. Junmomarnynuii GpoHT HE CTOITH OCTOPOHB PEATBLHOTO (PPOHTY 1 BUKOHYE HA/IBAXKIIUBY
MICII0 Y JIEKUTbKOX BHUMipax: 0e3MeKOBOMY, MOJITHYHOMY Ta TyMaHITapHOMY Ta iHopMalliitHomy.
CraHOM Ha CBHOTOAHIIIHIA J€Hb, 3aBASKH IIOJEHHUM 3YCHJUIIM KEpIBHMLTBA KpaiHM BJAJOCh
JOCSITHYTH BEJIMKUX YCHIXIB Ta O€3NMpeleHACHTHOI MIATPUMKH yciMa IUBLII30BaHUMH KpaiHaAMH
CBITY Ha IUIAXY JIO HAIIOI MEPEMOTH.

KuarwouoBi cioBa: paumiomaris, NTPEeBEHTHBHA [IWIUIOMATisi, BO€HHA JWIUIOMATisA, mHQpoBa
JIATIIOMATIS.

The relevance of the chosen topic is argued by the extraordinary and extremely important role of
diplomacy during martial law, taking into account the large-scale and brutality of the russian invasion of
Ukraine. In the conditions of large-scale aggression of the russian federation, the diplomatic front is no
less important than the military front, because it is thanks to diplomacy (both in the state dimension and in
the public dimension) a number of tasks are implemented, namely: weapons; sanctions against the russian
federation; candidate status in the EU; financial assistance from the West; the formation and strengthening
of an anti-russian coalition at the international level; formation of a positive image of the state at the
international level; conveying reliable and truthful information to foreign audiences for the purpose of
obtaining military, financial, legal assistance and support in the fight against the russian invader.

The events of recent years (Covid-19, full-scale war in Ukraine) show that Ukrainian diplomacy
is becoming more mobile, flexible, modern and adaptive, which instantly responds to the challenges
of the times. A full-scale war, as a challenge of a global level, in the epicenter of which our country
found itself, became a serious step for activation and search for new approaches in the aspect of
foreign policy implementation by the President of Ukraine, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine.

Ukrainian diplomacy and the international activities of the President of Ukraine, the Verkhovna
Rada of Ukraine, and the Minister of Foreign Affairs from February 24 until nowadays have proven
their ability to actively influence events related to the resistance of the Ukrainian people to large-scale
aggression by the russian federation. The diplomatic front doesn’t stand aside from the real front
and performs an important mission in several dimensions: security, political and humanitarian, and
informational. As of today, thanks to the daily efforts of the country’s leadership, it was possible to
achieve great success and unprecedented support from all civilized countries of the world on the way
to our victory.

Keywords: diplomacy, preventive diplomacy, military diplomacy, digital diplomacy.
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